
 

November 27, 2011 
First Sunday of Advent 

Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish Center/Church 

11385 Grant Drive  

Northglenn, CO  80233 

Phone: (303)452-2041  

Fax: (303)452-7546 

 

Office Hours  

Monday: 9:00 am—7:00 pm 

Tuesday: 9:00 am—8:00 pm 

Wednesday: 9:00 am—9:00 pm 

Thursday: 9:00 am—7:00 pm 

Friday: 9:00 am—5:00 pm 

Saturday: 8:00 am—4:00 pm 

Sunday: Offices Closed 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 7:00 am, 8:30 am,  

10:30 am, 6:00 pm 

 

Weekday Masses 

Monday-Friday: 7:15 am, 8:30 am 

Wednesday: 5:30 pm 

  

Reconciliation 

Saturday  8:00—10:00 am 

 

Fr. Gregory K. Ames, Pastor 

Fr. Brian Larkin, Parochial Vicar 

 

Visit our web site at: 

www.ihmco.org 

Email: admin@ihmco.org 

 

The Word Bookstore 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am—Noon 

Saturday 9:00 am—Noon and  

4:00 pm—7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am—Noon and 

5:00 pm—7:00 pm 

www.theword-books.com 

 

Northwest United Federal Credit 

Union 

SW corner in the Parish Center 

303-424-5037, x177 

1st Sunday of Advent 

“A new era in the liturgy, introducing the Revised translation of the Roman Missal” 

 

Dear Immaculate Heart of Mary Family, 

 

Happy Thanksgiving weekend!  I hope all of you had an enjoyable time with family and friends as you re-

flected on the abundant blessings of your lives!  Today marks the first Sunday of Advent, and the begin-

ning of a new era in the Church as we introduce the Revised Translation of the Roman Missal and begin to 

celebrate Mass in a new, exciting way.  Please listen closely to the beauty of the ancient words we use, 

and reflect throughout this Advent season on the mysteries they signify.  Advent truly is a time of quiet and 

contemplation.  It is not a time to celebrate Christmas; it is a time to prepare for Christmas.  One of the 

great tragedies of the modern era is that we move so quickly, are so busy and become people of such 

routine, that we miss the sometimes subtle and often very meaningful revelations of God among us.  This 

Advent should be especially significant for those who participate fully in the liturgy and are more than 

observers and bystanders.  They will hear the deeper meanings of their own beautiful faith!  I pray that this 

Advent all of us can have an opportunity to be renewed in faith by the quiet preparations we make for 

Christmas.  The incarnation of Jesus Christ will be revealed to all of us in the very simple changes that 

take place in the words of our prayers, if we are a people who are willing to take the time to watch and 

pray! 

 

This weekend I also want to remind all of you of some very significant ways you can deepen your Advent 

experience.  Remember to put your Advent wreaths on your tables, and let the circle of evergreen be a 

true invitation to life!  And each week as you light another candle, I invite you to participate in some of 

these Advent activities: 

 

• THE PROMISE TREE: This bare branch which graces our sanctuary is a way to share the abundance of 

your lives with those in need.  Take an ornament and bring back the suggested gift.  In doing so you will 

help someone in need experience the abundance of God and the love of His people.  This is His promise, 

and through your efforts it is brought into the light! 

 

• Join us for our WINTERFEST on December 10 and 11.  After the Saturday evening Mass, at about 6:30 

pm, we will light the lights on the Christmas trees.  These lights remind us that we are experiencing the 

approach of the Light of the World!  Surrounded by great food, entertainment and fellowship, we begin to 

recognize that we are a light to one another.  Your presence at our Winterfest will make that light truly 

radiant with love!  During the festival we will have a beautiful presentation of the Christmas story in our 

annual Christmas pageant.  See our Evangelization page for more details. 

 

• Celebrate the feast of OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE with us, following the Sunday evening Mass the 

weekend of the Winterfest December 11th.  There will be a special devotion at the Mass in honor of the 

patroness of the Americas, Our Lady of Guadalupe, and then you are all invited to a special fiesta in the 

parish center to celebrate our cultural diversity and our Latino brothers and sisters!  This feast will con-

clude with a Los Pasadas novena starting December 14th.  We will share more about this on that Wednes-

day evening of Our Catholic Journey. 

 

• Finally I strongly encourage you to join us for a wonderful opportunity as the TREASURES OF THE 

CHURCH exhibition will be here from December 12th-14th.  This exhibition is a beautiful display of the 

great Relics of the Church. Watch for more information! 

 

As you can see, the parish of Immaculate Heart of Mary invites you to walk the journey of Advent with 

integrity and faith.  We hope you will join us for the many ways Advent can truly be enhanced in order to 

prepare for the feast of Christmas! 

 

In Jesus, 

Fr. Greg 
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READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 27, 2011 

Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 25:14-15, 19-21 

ADORATION—WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Our Perpetual Adoration Chapel is in dire need of adorers!  As you can 

see below, we have many spots available, including two slots with ZERO 

people in them.  That means that our Lord Jesus is alone during these 

times!  Please come and adore and spend an hour with our Lord Jesus 

Christ! 

• Sunday: 12:00 am, 2:00 am, 4:00 am 

• Monday: 1:00 am, 2:00 am 

• Tuesday: 1:00 am, 2:00 am 

• Wednesday: 2:00 am (2 adorers!), 3:00 am (2 adorers!), 5:00 pm 

• Thursday: 1:00 am 

• Friday: 2:00 am, 8:00 am 

• Saturday: 1:00 am, 3:00 am, 4:00 am 

• Assistant Hour Coordinator: 1:00 pm, 7:00 pm 

Thank you and welcome to our new adorers!  If you can 

commit to Jesus, come and adore at these or any hours. Please contact Mary 

Reinert at 303-457-0306 or Deacon Taylor & Rose at  303-362-3467. 

LITURGY: x 110 

MUSIC—CHILDRENS CHOIR 

All children (CFF or homeschooled) are invited to join our Children’s 

Christmas Choir.  We will be singing many of your favorites at the St. 

Nicholas Children’s Pageant on December 10 at 4:00 pm. 

Practices: 

• Wednesday, November 30th, 5:30 pm-6:30 pm 

• Wednesday, December 7th, 5:30 pm-6:30 pm AND  

• Saturday, December 10th, 8:30 am-10:30 am. 

Please complete the St. Nicholas registration form at the Info Desk.  Forms are 

due by Wednesday, November 30!  Questions call Renae x112 or Donna x120.  

MORNING STAR CAFÉ—INTRODUCING 

MANIC MONDAYS! 

Does Holiday Shopping Have You Frazzled? 

The Morning Star Cafe is pleased to announce Manic Mondays.  Every 

Monday from November 14—December 5, 2011 we will have 

2-3 independent distributors like Avon, Scentsy, Creative Memories, 

Mary Kay and other local businesses in the Narthex.  Every week we 

will have new and exciting products available for purchase.   This event 

is a great way to shop, enjoy your favorite Morning Star beverages, 

socialize and have some fun!  Shopping and drink specials will begin at 

6:00 pm and go until 8:00 pm.  If you are an independent distributor and 

would like information on how to get space, please call Liz Musso.   

Hurry; space is limited and filling up quickly! 

MORNING STAR CAFE 

Featured Barista: Zane Littlefield 

Zane Littlefield has been attending IHM for 10 years with his 

Mom and his little brother.  Zane is a very active member at 

IHM and likes being involved in church activities and getting 

to meet new people.  Zane attended his first World Youth 

Day event this Summer and says that it was a life changing 

event for him.  He looks forward to attending WYD in 2013 

as well.  He has worked for the Morning Star Cafe for over a year, and al-

so spends his time working at the information desk.  Zane enjoys getting to meet 

the customers and getting to experience making new drinks for the cafe.  Zane 

graduated from high school this past spring and plans to attend college next fall 

and major in theology.  In his free time he enjoys playing soccer, volunteering at 

IHM and spending time with friends and family. 

 

Come to the Morning Star to meet Zane as well as all of our other fantastic 

baristas.  If you purchase Zane's favorite drink, the White Chocolate Macadamia 

Nut Latte, this month you will receive a free Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie! 

PENANCE SERVICES 

Reconciliation for Advent will be Monday, December 5—Friday, Decem-

ber 9.  Times for reconciliation are: 

 

December 5-9th 

11:30 am—12 30 pm 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

 

We will have many priests at IHM to hear confessions.  The priests will 

stop hearing confession at 12:30 pm and 8:00 pm.  We ask that you 

respect this.  On Thursday, December 8th, because this is a Holy Day of 

Obligation, we will have only 3 priests.  We ask that we respect silence 

in the confessional area.  Signs will be posted for your convenience.  

Ushers will be assisting in the evening to help everyone find a confes-

sion line. 

PEW CARDS… 

The mass cards that we will now be using are NOT TO BE TAKEN 

FROM THE PEW, PLEASE.  Your own personal cards can be 

purchased from The Word Book Store.  They should be in shortly. 

Thank you! 



 

 

 

EVANGELIZATION: x 106 

OUR CATHOLIC JOURNEY 

THEIR ATTRACTION & INFLUENCE 

Returning from the Thanksgiving Break, Our Catholic Journey continues to 

focus on living a life of holiness by offering some very practical tips.  This 

week, we’ll talk about those people that have come before us living au-

thentic lives, what attracts us to them, and the influence they have on the 

people that surround them.  Join us at 5:30 pm this Wednesday for Mass, 

followed at 6:30 pm by Our Catholic Journey in the church. 

 

RCIA RITE OF ACCEPTANCE 

Next week at the 8:30 am Mass, we will have our 

RCIA class formally accepted and welcomed into 

the next phase of the RCIA process.  The Rite of 

Acceptance or “Welcome” is an important moment 

on the journey for the Candidates and Catechu-

mens.  At this Rite, our community of IHM accepts 

these people on a journey where they have made a commitment to sin-

cerely study the Catholic Faith which we profess each week.  They prom-

ise to grow in a relationship with Christ, coming to know Him in a more 

profound way, seeking always His guidance for their lives.  This Rite is 

more than just people gathering together for a nice blessing; this is a real 

step our RCIA participants are making toward full communion with the 

Catholic Church.  We welcome them and continue to pray for them on 

their journey toward full communion with the Catholic Faith. 

 

IHM CHRISTKINDLMARKT 

IS COMING SOON! 

The IHM Christkindlmarkt is only two weeks away!  A few 

surprises this year will make the IHM Winterfest more com-

fortable and, as said before, ‘cozy’, because everything will 

be under the big tent.  Plans are underway to rent a 100’ x 

40’ tent with heaters inside that will make the tent about 20 

degrees warmer than the outside temperature.  All of our 

wonderful vendors, along with the beer garden and food area will be under 

the big top.  Our celebration of the lighting of the lights will still be happen-

ing at the big Christmas tree outside on both Saturday and Sunday eve-

nings.  We pray that you will join us for this fantastic event and join in our 

joy at the coming of Our Lord! 

 

The Winterfest will be Saturday evening, December 10 and Sunday, De-

cember 11.  The schedule of Events appears below: 

 

IHM Christkindlmarkt – Saturday, December 10, 2011 

• 3:00 pm – Winterfest opens 

• 4:00 pm – Children’s Christmas Pageant in Church 

• 5:00 pm – Mass 

• 6:00 pm – Dickens Christmas Carolers Singing 

• 6:30 pm – Lighting of the Lights 

• 9:00 pm – Close 

 

IHM Christkindlmarkt – Sunday, December 11, 2011 

• 9:30 am – Winterfest opens following Mass 

• 10:30 am – Mass 

• 2:00 pm – Moments with Mary play 

• 6:00 pm – Mass (Our Lady of Guadalupe) 

• 7:30 pm – Pot Luck Dinner 

• 9:00 pm – Close 

DID YOU KNOW? 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Today the Church celebrates the First Sunday of Ad-

vent.  This is the beginning of a new liturgical year.  

The Advent liturgy opens with that great yearning cry 

of the prophets of Israel to the Messiah and Redeem-

er whose advent they awaited: “Come!”  God is not 

deaf to His people's cry. Fulfilling the promise of salvation made to our first 

parents at their fall, He sent His Son into the world.  And the application to 

all generations of mankind of the redemption that the Son of God made 

Man obtained for us by His passion continues until the end of time: it will 

conclude with the end of the world when the Messiah comes to complete 

His work and lead us into His kingdom.  The history of the Church occu-

pies the period between these two great events. 

 

In the Mass of this Sunday, the whole work of redemption is set before us, 

from its preparation in Israel's expectancy and its effect on our present 

lives, down to its final fulfillment.  The Church, in preparing us to celebrate 

at Christmas the birth of Him who came to snatch our souls from sin and 

transform them into the likeness of His own, invokes upon us and on all 

men the complete accomplishment of the mission of salvation that He 

came to perform upon this earth. 

 

On the First Sunday of Advent, the traditional opening prayer (or Collect) 

prayed: “Stir up Thy might, we beg Thee, and come.”   With this request to 

God to “stir up” His might, this day was traditionally called Stir-Up Sunday. 

Many families create a traditional plum pudding or fruit cake or some other 

recipe that all the family and guests can “stir-up.”  This activity of stirring-

up the ingredients symbolizes our hearts that must be stirred in prepara-

tion for Christ's birth. 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR NEW ARCHBISHOP 

O God, eternal shepherd, 

who govern your flock with unfailing care, 

grant in your boundless fatherly love, 

a pastor for your Church of northern Colorado, 

who will please you by his holiness, 

and to us show watchful care. 

 

May the bishop given to us by your holy Church,  

govern with justice, 

sanctify your people by his example of holiness, 

and be an instrument of your divine mercy. 

 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

MOMENTS WITH MARY 

Written by Jody Scott, one of our parishioners, and presented with the 

assistance of several of our young and more seasoned parishioners who 

make up "The Morning Star Drama Troupe,” this play will present the life of 

Mary and the birth of Jesus in a refreshing light.  Please plan on attending 

as a family prelude to the blessed birth of our redeemer.  There will be a 

request for a free-will offering to support our IHM Food Bank, but it is not a 

requirement to attend.  Join our youth and our parish family in celebrating 

this blessed event in our Church history and begin the Christmas season in 

a common communion of love and participation.  Presentation is Sunday, 

December 11 during Winterfest at 2:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY LIFE: x 121 

BEFRIENDERS 

 

Would you like someone to talk to without the 

fear of being judged? 

 

IHM offers a trained volunteer to help those 

through a difficult time and it’s free. 

 

Call Doug @ (303) 452-2041, ext. 116 

NORTH METRO CATHOLIC SINGLES 

The North Metro Catholic Singles is a support group for 

separated, divorced, widowed and never married individ-

uals.  We have an open invitation to the following activi-

ties: 

 

December 1, 2011: Group meeting - 7:00pm 

St. Mark's Catholic Church 

3141 W. 96th Ave. Westminster, CO 

Contact David at 720-479-6805 

 

December 4, 2011: Christmas Party - 1:30PM 

Immaculate Heart of Mary 

11385 Grant Street - Northglenn, CO. 

Bring a $10 gift exchange (man or woman gift) 

Pot Luck dinner (main dish, meat, included).  Please bring a side dish 

RSVP by December 1, 2011 

Contact Mary Jo at 303-457-8289 

MOPS 

(Mothers of Preschoolers) 

We will have a meeting on December 1 at 9:30 am in the  

Holy Family room.  David Pipp will speak at the meeting this 

week.  Mothers of young children are welcome, as well as mothers with 

older children who would like to act as mentor moms.  Childcare is avail-

able; there are dues for each semester.  Call Rebecca at 303-495-9501                                                              

or email  morningihmmops@yahoo.com for more details.   

COMMUNION OF SAINTS MURAL 

Artwork donors are needed for the Communion of Saints 

Mural that will be painted on the North wall of the Church 

in the arches. It will be painted as a scene with many 

layers of saints. 

 

There are various donation levels available:  

 

$2,000 Pledge: donor chooses saint and model to be painted. Saint will 

be in the forefront of the mural and will be recognizable  

 

$1,000 Pledge: donor chooses saint that will be painted in the back-

ground of the mural  

 

$500 Pledge: goes toward one of the smaller images of saints that will 

be in the distance.  

 

For more information, please call Linda Kalkhorst, x 121.  

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS 

& POTLUCK DINNER 

On December 11, 2011 at the 6:00 pm Mass, we will 

celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (we are 

in need of families to donate  roses for the  opening 

procession which will be laid at the statue of Our La-

dy).  If your family would like to donate a dozen roses, 

please call Mary Padilla at x 303-452-5314 

 

After mass, we will have a potluck dinner in the tent on the lawn as part 

of the closing festivities for the Christkindlmarkt Festival of Light.  The 

church will provide a taco bar.  Please bring a side dish from the list 

below and join us for this wonderful feast day.  Please RSVP for the 

potluck by Dec. 9.  Call Mary Padilla for details (number above). 

 

   A-F:   Dessert              N-S:   Hot side dish/green chili 

H-M:  Rice or Beans          T-Z:    chips/salsa or tortillas 

 

Volunteers are needed to plan the festivities for the Our Lady of Guada-

lupe celebration.  If you are interested in helping with this celebration, 

please come to the planning meeting on November 28 at 6:00 pm here 

at the parish center.  We need lots of help to make this successful! 

TREASURES OF THE CHURCH 

On December 12th, in honor of the Feast of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, the Treasures of the Church 

Exposition, a display of 1st class relics of the saints, 

will be hosted at Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Its purpose is to give peo-

ple an experience of the living God through an encounter with the relics 

of his saints in the form on an exposition.  The exposition begins with a 

multi-media presentation on the relics in the church starting at 6:00 

pm, followed by the opportunity to pray before the 150 relics that will be 

displayed in Cabrini Hall.  Please mark your calendars to attend this 

once in a lifetime event presented by Fr. Carlos  Martins of the Compan-

ions of the Cross. 

Please visit www.treasuresofthechurch.com for more info! 

MOM’S NIGHT OUT 

Mothers with children of all ages are invited to join 

this group on December 1 at 6:30 pm.  Share a light 

meal, craft time, and fellowship with other women of 

the parish.  New members are always welcome! 

THE PROMISE TREE 

The Promise Tree will be in the sanctuary beginning 

the weekend of November 26-27, 2011.  Once again, 

Family Life Ministry and Respect Life Ministry will be 

sponsoring a Swaddling Baby Project to benefit The 

Gabriel House and Life Choices Pregnancy Center. 

 

Did you ever wonder what Mary might have needed for her new baby on 

her way to Bethlehem?  What would have helped her to care for her new 

infant?  Please take an ornament off the tree or from the basket.  Pur-

chase the designated item, wrap it, attach the ornament on the outside 

of the package, and place it under the promise tree.  All gifts need to be 

back by the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2011.  This is a 

wonderful way to get your children involved in sharing the Gift of Jesus 

with others! 



 

 

YOUTH GROUP: x 109 CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION: x 120 

Confirmation for Youth 

(Grades 10-12) 

 

NO Class: 

November 27 

THANK YOU! 

Sheryl and I would like to thank our youth leaders for all 

the time and energy that goes into being youth leaders.  

So we checked out many thank you cards and really 

couldn’t decide which ones we like the best, so we 

copied them all here.  Here are our top ten favorites: 

 

1. "Words can't express the gratitude I feel when I think about what you have 

done.  I'll just say thanks." 

2. "You are truly a blessing in my life.  I am not sure what I would do without 

you. Thanks for all you do." 

3. "Taking the time to help me was a very nice thing for you to do. I know that 

you are a person who sacrifices for others without thinking. Thank you." 

4. "The longer I am around you the more I realize that you are a genuinely gen-

erous and caring person." 

5. "I don't know if I should thank you or whoever made you such a nice person." 

6. "I don't think I could find a more thoughtful, generous person." 

7. "You have encouraged me during a time I needed encouragement. Thank 

you." 

8. "You deserve a bigger thank you than this card for what you did. I will remem-

ber what you did." 

9. "I consider you as a gift from God, so I guess I should send Him a thank you 

card.  I know His address, but could you tell me how much postage I'll need." 

10. You have been extremely supportive through this difficult time. You may not 

realize what a blessing you have been. Thanks for your help. 

We really do have the best Youth Leaders ever. 

 

You are all “the best.”  Thank you! 

 - Jan Wood & Sheryl Senesac 

High School Youth Leaders 

Angie Bartec & Mark Bartec 

Todd Chmiel 

Keith Collum 

Dennis Davenport 

Gwen Lagunas & Mark Lagunas 

Gary McKenny 

Michele Murphy 

Christina Patarino 

Katie Paukert 

Jennifer Ruder 

Juliet Ward 

Middle School Youth Leaders 

Michelle Senesac 

Ann True 

Jim Cole 

Brianna SaBell 

Alex Palma  

Anmol Francis  

Amanda Cordova 

Ashley & Matt Behnke 

Brian & Julie Ingalsgbe 

Steve & Tammy Martindale 

Gabriel & Marlaina Lacroix 

CHILDREN’S ST. NICHOLAS PAGEANT 

Saturday, December 10, 2011, 4:00 pm 

This year's new children's Advent/Christmas pageant 

is the story of the 'real' Bishop St. Nicholas.  This 

pageant tells the story of how St. Nicholas lived and 

why he is the patron saint to many; also how he re-

lates to the birth of Jesus!  This pageant is being held 

during the weekend of IHM's Christkindlmarkt and 

prior to the Saturday evening mass.  There is a need 

for performers and carolers.  Children MUST attend 

the required practices!   

 

Registration forms were sent home in CFF classes  

this past week OR you can pick up another form at the Info Desk.   If 

you would like your child to participate, please observe the following:  

• Child must be registered in IHM's Faith Formation classes (in-

house, up-to-date homeschooled, or Special Ed) 

• Forms available during CFF classes this week or Info Desk.  

• EXTENDED: Return form by Wednesday, November 30th, 9:00 

pm to the Info Desk. (final deadline. NO exceptions, please.) 

• Participation selection is on a first-come basis. 

• Child MUST attend rehearsals. (NO exceptions). 

• Children's Choir: Wednesday, November 30th, 5:30-6:30 

pm; Wednesday, December 7th, 5:30-6:30 pm, AND 

Saturday, December 10th, 8:30-10:30 am. 

• Children Performers:  Saturday, December 10th, 8:30- 

10:30 am.  

• Children must be at the church Saturday, December 10th, 3:00 pm. 

Donna Kroll, CFF Director 

Tammy Guttroph, Pageant Director 303-457-0518 

Save the Date 

1st Holy Communion Masses 

Saturday, April 28, 2012, 5:00 pm 

Sunday, April 29, 2012 

8:30 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm,  2:30 pm, 6:00 pm 

To give these children the special attention 

they deserve as they receive this sacrament, 

Mass space will be limited to the number of 

communicants.  Parents, please call Donna, 

x120 or donnak@ihmco.org to reserve your 

child’s mass.  First come, first serve. 

WARM HANDS FROM WARM HEARTS 

With the increase in families that need our Food 

Bank and resources, our Faith Formation Chil-

dren and Teens are working together to warm 

the hands of children and adults who need 

our assistance!  These kids will collect and 

donate hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, etc. for 

these families.  Please HELP and bring your 

donated items to class during the next few 

weeks.  ALL SIZES and STYLES are  appreciated. These items will be 

donated at the Food Bank’s Christmas Food, Gift, and Coat Giveaway in 

mid-December.   



 

 

 

GOBBLE, GOBBLE, GOBBLE! 

TURKEYLESS BASKET DISTRIBUTION 

WAS A HIT WITH EVERYONE INVOLVED! 

 

Unbelievable is all I can say!  Well maybe amazing, out-

standing and fantastic are a few other adjectives I can use to describe 

our Thanksgiving Basket Distribution Day last Friday, November 18.  

This was by far our most efficient distribution day to date; they just seem 

to run smoother and smoother with each passing year.  It has to be all 

our amazingly experienced volunteers who keep returning each year. 

Thank you to the 75 parishioners who volunteered to help make our 

event such a success.  We had families lined up at 6:00 am in the morn-

ing, we let them inside at 7:45 am, and we started the distribution pro-

cess at 8:30 am.  When we shut the door at 11:30 am we had served 

427 families everything they needed for a complete Thanksgiving din-

ner!  And absolutely none of this would have been possible without the 

help of the 26 Century Middle School Students who donated their morn-

ing to pushing the shopping carts full of food out to the parking lot for the 

clients, and then running back into the parish center quickly to start all 

over again.  What an outstanding group of kids, and even though we ran 

them ragged, I never heard a single complaint from any of them.  Their 

teacher Ms. Dean even said many of the kids were already asking if 

they could come back and work our Christmas Distribution! 

 

Watch the Sentinel Newspaper too.  They were even visiting our distri-

bution day to get some current updates on the economic situation and 

level of need for families in the community. 

 

A heartwarming story about our parishioner Galen Lahman, 

and his experience at our Thanksgiving Holiday Giveaway.  

Galen helped on Thursday the 17

th

, to transport all the coats 

into the coat distribution room and helped sort them into piles 

on the tables.  When the job was done, Galen realized he had lost his 

wedding ring somewhere in the pile of coats.  On Friday morning the 

18

th

, we said a group prayer to St. Anthony, “Tony, Tony look around, 

something’s lost and must be found.”  Then we announced to all the 

clients waiting to enter the coat room that a volunteer had lost his ring in 

the pile of coats and we were requesting their assistance, to please 

keep an eye out for the ring while they were coat shopping.  Not even 30 

minutes later a teenage girl who was with her mother found the ring and 

brought it to Galen. It was a very emotional moment and an answer to 

our prayers.  Thank you St. Anthony! 

 

Thank you again to all you turkey certificate supporters—what a great 

success they turned out to be.  Our volunteers loved them; believe me, 

no one missed hauling over 425 frozen solid turkeys from the food bank 

up to the front hall of the parish center all morning long.  Also thankful 

were the parish members who always donated their personal freezers to 

help store the extra turkeys we didn’t have freezer space to store in the 

food bank.  They truly didn’t miss hauling anywhere from 12 to 40 tur-

keys to their homes and then back to the food bank for distribution day. 

As for me, I didn’t miss the headache of trying to keep track of where all 

the turkeys were being stored throughout the metro area.  Thanks again 

to all you IHM parishioners who helped us collect almost $14,000 for our 

meat certificates.  Thanks to all of you, we even had $4,000 extra to 

spend on all the other holiday food we had to buy.  Working for all of you 

is such a blessing; I give thanks every day for all of you IHM parishion-

ers. I thank God for all of your support to our Outreach Ministry, but this 

weekend of Thanksgiving I especially give thanks! God Bless You All! 

 

 

DID YOU MISS OUR COAT GIVEAWAY? 

Never fear you procrastinators, there is still time for you to “share the 

warmth”!  We can find a new job assignment for your old, but clean and 

useable coats instead of just hanging around loitering in your closet 

winter after winter.  They could be keeping someone with an old, ratty 

coat or maybe someone without a coat at all nice and toasty warm!  We 

will be giving out coats again with our Christmas Basket give away on 

Friday, December 16.  So hit those closets, dig through those boxes and 

find those good quality coats you will never wear again!  Don’t forget, we 

will also take your hats, scarves, mittens, gloves, boots and warm cloth-

ing.  We especially need child-size coats.  Remember to bring your 

clean and repaired coats to the Narthex starting Saturday December 10

 

 

ALSO, PLEASE BRING IN YOUR SURPLUS LARGE SHOPPING 

BAGS, TO HELP WITH OUR COAT DISTRIBUTION! 

 

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 

COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK: “ICAN”  

ICAN is currently researching their next action.  They are exploring the 

situation of unemployment and joblessness, and what they can do to 

make a difference, right here in our community.  Wednesday evening, 

December 14, they will be holding a break-out session following Our 

Catholic Journey.  If you are among the unemployed of our parish, or if 

you have interest in taking an active role to positively impact the unem-

ployed, or you would like to learn more about ICAN and their philosophy 

and purpose, please join us at 7:30 pm, following OCJ.  We will be locat-

ed in Peter and Paul classroom in the parish center. 

 

BLANKETS AND TOWELS 

FOR THE FOOD BANK! 

When you are tracking down your old coats, don’t forget to 

look for old blankets too.  Blankets can be brought in any 

time.  We give them out in the food bank whenever we have them avail-

able.  Now is the time of year they are needed, BUT PLEASE REMEM-

BER TO WASH THEM FIRST!  With the current bedbug epidemic, we 

really can’t accept any blanket that hasn’t been washed first.  We also 

accept used towels that still have some wear left in them.  We have a 

volunteer who will sew up the frayed edges.  Again, please wash them 

before you donate them. Thank You. 

 

2012 CALENDARS NEEDED! 

If you make charitable donations to several agencies, you 

are probably the proud owner of a stack of 2012 calen-

dars.  As in, way more than you could ever possibly use.  

Well, our food bank clients really don’t have the ability to 

make charitable donations, so in turn they do not receive 

free calendars in the mail.  So please bring the food bank 

your excess 2012 calendars.  Just leave them at the front desk!! 

 

HOTEL SOAPS AND SHAMPOOS! 

We had an amazing response for hotel soaps, shampoos, conditioners 

and lotions this summer.  Man, you people sure do travel a lot, and all of 

our families in the food bank are thrilled you do.  The families were so 

appreciative with the assortment and supply of hygiene articles we had. 

But unfortunately, all good things come to an end, and we are running 

low once again.  Please remember all you holiday travelers, and busi-

ness travelers, to bring back your soaps, shampoos, conditioners and 

lotions from your hotels.  After all you have paid for them!  Just drop 

them off at the front desk!  Thanks! 

OUTREACH  &  EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE: x 117 
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303-424-5037, x176 or www.nufcu.co.  
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NUFCU—IHM Branch Hours: 

Mon Noon-6:00 pm 

Tue 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Wed 2:30 pm—6:30 pm 

Thur 9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Fri 9:00 am—1:00 pm�
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Resources at the top of the page, then Online Giving from the drop down 

menu, then click Donate Online.  Follow the steps and you'll be ready to 

give!�
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