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Dear Immaculate Heart of Mary Family,

This week, we once again begin the very sacred and meaningful season of Lent. This is our
forty-day journey into the desert with Jesus. It is a time of new life, renewal, and letting go of
our old self. On Tuesday, March 8th at 6:30 pm, we end the old season of our lives with a
final burst of energy, Mardi Gras. As our Qutreach and Food Bank department hosts the Chili
Cook-off contest and a fun game of Bingo, we let go of our old selves. | hope you will join us
and enjoy the friendships you have made over the last year.

Then on Ash Wednesday, something very touching takes place. The Church fills up with PEO-
PLE! Every year the Ash Wednesday Masses and Ash Services are packed with people. ltis
impossible for those who are faithful to Sunday Mass not to ask why?  Where did they all
come from and why are they here? | have pondered that question for twenty-five years, and |
have only recently begun to realize that the answer is as varied as the number of people who
come for ashes. Even though Ash Wednesday is not even recognized as a Holy Day of obliga-
tion, people feel a deep longing for those ashes on their foreheads. | hope the reason is be-
cause somehow the ashes remind all of us of our earthly mortality. They remind us that we
truly come from dust and to dust we shall return and they remind us that life is very tempo-
rary. In spite of all the suffering, pain, loneliness, and longing we experience during our
earthly lives, | think we find hope in that singular message, that it won't last forever. People
need that reminder, | think we need to remember that life is temporary and that we truly are
mortal beings, destined for the grave. As all these people leave the Church on Wednesday, |
wonder what those ashes on their forehead really mean to them?

On the other hand, from the ashes also comes an abundant new life. Next summer, if you visit
the huge burned area near Boulder where the wildfires raged, you will see more grass and
flowers ... more new life coming from the ashes then you could possibly imagine! | urge all of
you, especially those who never attend Church either because you don't feel worthy or be-
cause you don't feel like you belong with us, to remember this simply fact: from the ashes can
bloom tremendous beauty and new life! On Ash Wednesday, it is our hope that the seed of
that new life will be planted in your hearts. Then over the next forty days tend to that seed
faithfully. Water it. Nourish it. Discover what your life can become with renewed commitment
to Jesus and your faith.

continue on page 2 ...
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Mardi-Gras—Fat Tuesday

‘March 8, 2011
6 5:30 pm Chili Delivery

crock-pot to Parish Hall
Deadline for chili registration is SUNDAY, MARCH 6th, Info Desk, limited spots.

6:00 pm Chili Judging

6:30 pm Doors will Open to the Public
7:00 pm Bingo for Wonderful Prizes (no cash)

CHILI DINNER
(5 tasting spoons, 1 bowl of chili, toppings, rolls, tortillas & dessert!)
Adults $2.00—Children $1.00—Refills $1.00
Pop & Bottled Water, $1.00
Coffee $1.00 (free refills)
Beer $ Donation
Bingo Cards $1.00 (prizes)
Drawing Tickets $1.00

... continued from page 1

This Ash Wednesday, during the homilies, you will be invited to sign a
Sacrificium Promise Card and put it in the baskets after you receive
your ashes. After you fill out that card you will be given a small black
wristband, like the yellow ones so many of you wear for cancer aware-
ness. This black band is meant to remind us of the sacrifice we are
willing to make to become holy people and to renew our Catholic faith.
This renewal and commitment begins at Sunday Mass. | urge all of you
to attend Sunday Mass. This Lent, give it a try, even if you have a terri-
ble time making that commitment, commit to it for at least three weeks.
Ew. If you come back at least three weeks, it
will begin to be a habit and the change
you will experience can be amazing!
Wear your wristbands to remind you of
your sacrificial commitment. Join us each
Sunday to nourish the seed of new life
that can and will bloom fully at Easter.

Remember to also pray for our catechumens and candidates, those
who are seeking to become Catholic at the Easter Vigil. They are truly
an inspiration to all of us as we begin our own Lenten journey to
deepen our faith, our love for Jesus, and our relationship to the Church!

In Jesus, 7’1/, W

NO OUR CATHOLIC JOURNEY

ASH WEDNESDAY

Because of Ash Wednesday this week, we will N,
not be having Our Catholic Journey or any of i -~
our breakout sessions. We will return next —
week continuing our look at the Mass and the —

ways our language will be changing next
year. Please join us next Wednesday, March
16th at 6:30 pm in the church.

Our Catholic Journey is Immaculate Heart of Mary’s Adult Faith
Formation Program. Each Wednesday evening all are invited to share
with us the teachings of the Catholic Church. Many different people
come to Our Catholic Journey: those enrolled in our RCIA program,
those exploring initiation into the Catholic Church, our teen Confirmandi
who are preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation, parents of chil-
dren in our Sacramental Prep classes, and hundreds of our parishion-
ers who are looking for a refresher course in their Catholic Faith. The
evenings are hosted and taught by Fr. Greg Ames, Pastor of IHM, and
David Pipp, Director of Evangelization. If you'd like to join us, there is

no registration, just plan on attending one, two or many of the Wednes-
day evenings here in the church, beginning at 6:30 pm.

NO CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION (March 7th-9th)
Because Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, there will be NO Children’s
Faith Formation classes for this week (Monday, March 7th, Tuesday,
March 8th, and Wednesday, March 9th). Enjoy the break and we will
see you all again during the week of March 14th ~16th, the _

first week of Lent. Children’s Faith Formation programs Z

sented Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday eve-

nings. Classes began in September and will conclude

Formation classes, please contact Wesley Catholic o
Bidwell at 303-452-2041, x101. Education

are for school aged children (K-5t grade) and are pre-
I
in early May. For more information about the Faith F—L .
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ASH WEDNESDAY
The ashes we receive on our foreheads —"‘
this coming Wednesday —
Are from the blessed palm branches 3 =
of last year’s Palm Sunday services. \ =

Ash is one of the richest sources of soil that we have.
This seemingly dead, burnt material can produce an

abundance of nourishment for the richest of crops.
We are signed on Wednesday,

not just to remind us of our death to sin

but, also, with the challenge of the rich soil of ash.
A challenge during Lent is for us to let grow in our lives

a new and vibrant life of Christ.

LENTEN FAST

Abstinence from all meat is to be ob- W’
served by all Roman Catholics 14 years
old and older on Ash Wednesday and on
all Fridays of Lent.

e Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednes-
day and Good Friday by all Roman Catholics who are 18 years of
age but not yet 59 years old.

SACRIFICIUM COMMITMENT
LENTEN PROMISE

Consider giving Jesus your time with a commit-
ment during Lent! What a perfect time to sit 5%
with Him during this time in His life and yours in + .
Our Lady of Sorrows Perpetual Adoration
Chapel. Two adorers are requested during
each hour. Some hours especially need addi-
tional adorers:

e Sunday 12:00 am

e Wednesday 3:00 am

e Thursday 1:00 am, 3:00 am, 4:00 pm

e Friday 4:00 am
[ ]
[ ]

Saturday 6:00 am
Also, an Assistant Division Leader 6:00 pm—Midnight

If you can commit to our Lord, come and adore at this or any hour. Please
contact Mary Reinert 303-457-0306.

]_cntcn 2011 .Schcdulc

Ash Wednesday, March 9th
Masses: 6:30 am, 8:30 am, 12:10 pm, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm
Ash Services: 6:00 pm & 7:30 pm

Effective Thursday, March 10th
Weekday Masses: 7:15 am & 8:30 am

Fridays (March 11th-April 15th)
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry, 4:30 pm—7:00 pm
March 11th Stations of the Cross, 7:30 pm
Remaining Fridays Stations of the Cross, 7:00 pm

Penance Week, March 28th—April 1st
Monday-Friday: 11:30 am—12:30 pm
AND 6:00 pm—8:00 pm

Palm Sunday, April 17th

Procession Outside at 8:30 am & 10:30 am Masses
Procession from Narthex at 5:00 pm, 7:00 am & 6:00 pm

Holy Week
Holy Wednesday, April 20th, 6:30 pm—Passion Movie

Holy Thursday, April 21st, 5:30 am Tenebrae,
7:00 pm Mass with Washing of the Feet

Good Friday, April 22nd, 5:30 am Tenabrae,
Noon Mid-day Prayer, 1:00 pm Teens’ Passion Play,
3:00 pm Passion Service

Holy Saturday, April 23rd, 5:30 am Tenabrae,
Noon Easter Egg Hunt & Blessing Food

Easter, Sunday April 24th
3:30 am Easter Fire, 4:00 am Vigil Mass

Masses in Church, Parish Center & Tent
7:00 am, 8:30 am, 9:00 am
10:00 am, 10:30 am & 11:00 am

FRIDAY FISH FRY

All parishioners of IHM are invited to the Lenten Fish
Fry in Cabrini Hall that will begin on Friday, March
11, 2011, from 4:30 to 7:00 pm. The Fish Fry will -
be held each Friday through April 15t. Dinner = } Fo
includes fish, coleslaw, tater tots, salad, fruit cup, 1g 1 l u
rolls, juice, lemonade, coffee, tea or cocoa. Suggested

donations: $8.00 adult, $4.00 children 3-12 years, $25.00 per family.
Clam Chowder is $2.00 extra. Extra fish is $4.00.

JESUS THE HEALER

This is a new and UNFORGETTABLE EXPERI- /4
ENCE OF HEALING presented by the FRANCIS- /- /*
CAN MYSTERY PLAYERS. Through the use of /
special lighting and sound, this moving dramatic %%
meditation promises to be a memorable point in % 4%
our parish’s spiritual journey. Because of the in- 1}
tensity of the subject matter of suffering and death,
it may not be recommended for young children.
We strongly encourage all our ADULTS and TEENS to attend this
unique and prayerful presentation on Friday, March 11t at 7:30
pm. DON'T MISS THIS! (Note, the time change from our typical Sta-
tions of the Cross.)




YOUTH GROUPS, x109

Children, Middie & High School
Do NOT meet all this week.

EVANGELIZATION, x106

PARENTING TEENS (for your eyes only!)

“No,” doing chores will not give you Carpel Tunnel!
Part Il - Series of Four

Second, chores increase a young person’s sense of
significance. Everyone needs to feel needed, and
kids are no exception. In the past, kids knew they
were an important part of the family because they
were contributors to it. They were considered assets
instead of liabilities. Your kids may not have cows to
milk, but they can be given age-appropriate responsibilities around the
house to make them feel more connected to the family as a participant.
Doing so will build their feelings of worth and self-esteem. If their
chores are legitimate and necessary, and appreciated by the rest of the
family, they will probably do them without objection. After all, it feels
good to know that you are needed!

Kids are characters alright...hopefully good characters!

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS’ RESPONSE

rrRom MOUNTAIN MADNESS RETREAT:

e  Morgan K - It doesn't matter what others think
of you, it only matters what God thinks.

e MolliN - Don't be afraid to be awesome!

e Kelsey L - It was fun to hang out with friends
and the trip was just awesome!

e Melia P- Adoration was a good experience

and powerful.

Josh K - | teared up at adoration.

Hannah S - Adoration is so powerful.

Amanda C- It was amazing.

Talia P - It's a powerful experience that opens our hearts to God.

Jakob W - During adoration | could see the face of Jesus.

Matthew W - Everyone brings their own personal light to the world.

b,

PARENT T10 KID TALK

In this week’s gospel, God loves us and gives us the grace to return
that love. This helps us be in the right relationship with God. God also
gives us the free will to accept His love. By loving God, we show our
love in our actions. We want to do what God wants us to. It is not
enough to just talk about loving God. Our actions do the real talk-
ing. Why do you think God lets us choose to show our love by our ac-
tions? What do you think our lives would be like if we didn't accept
God's love? What are some actions we could do to be in a right rela-

tionship with God?

Think about a house (you could even draw one!) and how that can be
like your life. What fills your house? Think of the different rooms you
have in your house: relationships with family, friends, etc. Now, think
about these questions in relationship to your house: What causes
storms inside your home? What happens outside your

house in your neighborhood, school, community, or A\

in the world that causes storms? How will the El
foundation of your house stand up under the threat '.

of these storms?

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

What is it that keeps me from making the difficult choice to love
my neighbor?

To be a Christian, to be called to follow Christ, to become an adopted
son of God, and an heir to Heaven is surely a divine gift. There are
millions who have not heard this call, but, as it is not their fault, God can
and will find other ways of bringing them to Heaven. They, too, are heirs
to Heaven, because of the Incarnation. Christ came into the world for
all - not just the people who go to Church. Yet, we who know Christ
must be active, living Christians every day of our lives. We know this,
not on the authority of any saint or apostle, but on the authority of Christ
Himself.

Nominal Christianity will get no one to Heaven, He tells us (see Revela-
tion 3:15-16 below). Only those who have led their daily lives, accord-
ing to the rules He laid down, will hear the welcome words on his judg-
ment day: “come you blessed of My Father, possess the Kingdom pre-
pared for you.” The rules He laid down were summarized by Christ in
another place: “Love of God and love of neighbor, on these two com-
mandments stand the whole law and the prophets, too.” (Mt 22: 34-40).

True love of God and true Christian love of neighbor though they may
sound easy, will make great and sometimes severe demands on the
true Christian. The love of neighbor may be the harder of the two. We
have so many reasons for loving God, for thanking and adoring Him.
But the neighbor, who often seems so unworthy of our charitable help,
who is so often ungrateful, how difficult it is for weak nature to continue
being kind and helpful to him! Yet, itis by our true love of neighbor that
we prove our love for God, as St. John tells us, when he says: “Anyone
who says ‘I love God’ and hates his brother is a liar’ (1 Jn. 4: 20). This
is strong but true language.

Love of neighbor, and of all neighbors, does not
come to us all of a sudden. There are those we natu-
rally like, and those who somehow repel us. Itis the
latter we must learn to love. This education begins in
the home; children in ninety cases out of a hun-
dred, imitate their parents when they grow up. If
Lov E children see true respect and reverence for God and

His laws put into practice daily in the home, they, too,
will reverence God and his laws, when they leave the
home. If they see that their parents are kind in word and deed to the
neighbors who are less fortunate, they, too, will practice true charity
when the time comes.

YOUR ENEMIES

So, here’s your homework for the weekend and the next week. Go see
a movie. | have a suggestion for you: The Grace Card. This movie
does not exclusively deal with the Love of Neighbor, but that idea is
central to the story. The reason | suggest this movie is because The
Grace Card does what (often times) Hollywood films fail to do: it gives
us a glimpse of what real life is like. Loving our neighbor is not always
easy, but it is what we are called to do. Making that choice is what
separates the devout Christian from the nominal one. And for kicks,
here’s some food for thought: “I know your works; | know that you are
neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either cold or hot. So, because
you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, | will spit you out of my
mouth.” (Revelation 3:15-16)




FAMILY LIFE, x121

February, 2011

Cameron Mary Celaya
Maia Joy Garcia

Samuel James Hanes
Abigail Ruth Kuetemeyer
Wyatt Landry Martin

Megan Kelly Meade

Oliver Damian Opiela

Ella Diem Huyen Teresa Reisbeck
Isabella Michele Trujillo

Caroline Elizabeth Urbine

O —— — \\O - Wednesday, March 9th. The bus will

i SILVER THREADS

#L#4 This group is on the road to NREL
. | (National Renewable Energy Lab) on

leave promptly at 9:15 am from the IHM
parking lot. Cost is $5.00 per person. No lunch arrangements will be
made. For reservations contact Val Jacobs at 303-452-1821.

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS //27

The following families recently joined our parish:

Brake, Jeremy
Carrillo, Arthur D.

Honse, Susan B. Welcome
Ly, Monique & Bruce fo

Placek, David & Lorena Reida, Tad IHM
Priante, Anthony & Damiana Smith, Kellene

Pudelwitts, Jacquelynn & Joseph Unik, Kerry & Lehrke, David
Ramsey, Charles & Eva Vasquez, JoAnne

FAITHFUL IRELAND PILGRIMAGE
September 8-20, 2011 (13 days) - $3595
Questions, call Phil & Elaine Carney 303-452-8432

%

YOU CAN HELP!

It's true; you can practice pastoral care just by referring ‘
someone to our ministry. If you know someone who is 1
going through a difficult time, leave us a message and We BRFRIENDE!
will contact them for you. 303-452-2041, x116. R NISTRY

A Listening Presence

WELCOME COMMITTEE

Are you interested in volunteering at IHM, but have a limited
amount of time to volunteer? Please consider joining the
Welcome Committee! This committee staffs the Info Desk
before and after Masses to answer questions, direct
parishioners to meetings, and to hand out ‘welcome
packets’ to new parishioners. Once a quarter, this
committee hosts a Newcomer Social Dinner to wel-
come those newly registered parishioners!  Your commitment at the
Info Desk would be 15 minutes before and 20 minutes after the Mass of
your choice once a month. Won't you please consider this worthwhile
ministry? Call Debbi Mortus at 303-252-9442 or Linda Kalkhorst, x121.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, Council 7502
, All members of Council 7502 are encouraged to
k attend the next business meeting at the KOC Hall

‘\:ﬁf (104th & Federal) on Tuesday, March 8, 2011.

Rosary will begin at 7:15 pm. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Wallace Butler, GN, at 720-350-
7213 or Larry Allwine, DGN, at 720-887-8402.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Sick: Martha Aragon, Lee Abeyta, Mike Brown,
' Bryan Bruce, Layla Burygone, Ryan Call, Danny Ca-
sias, Ida & Alonzo Cisneros, Lillian Caosta, Barb
Donahue, Don Ellis, Patricia Felder (Lachemeier),
Laura Garcia, Margaret Gerk, Carol & Ken Fleming,
Jesus Garcia, Jerry Goodboe, Gregory Knutson, Vera Jeannes, Dolly
Lachermeier, Bill Lopez, Louis Lopez, Marco Madrid, Kay Mahoney, Joelle
Mangano, Anthony (Peanut) Marquez, Jaclyn Martinez, Laurie Moore, Mary
Lou Neville, Lucille Orban, Wendy Pare, Ben Jr. Perea, Zachary Plant, Don
Salyer, Kathy (Ellis) Schaaf, Joe Sherlock, Cindy Taylor, Jeffery Unight,
Julian Willis, Christina Zadra, Marie Zimmerman
To update or add to the above list, please call 303-452-2041, x0.
Deceased: Ripalta “Tina” Specchio
Prayer Chain: To have others pray for your intentions, call Bonnie Hirn,
303-452-1058, or Carol Starling, 303-451-1648.
NOTE: Due to space, names will not remain on list for an unlimited time.
Names will appear for four weeks. You may call to resubmit.

Pra wyjers /a[eme

ET2 Michael Combs

MSgt. Christopher Anderson
John & Robert Mertz

Cpl. Eric Wiggam

StSgt. Michael Shumate
Pvt. Samuel A. Erickson

ISI Johnny Scott Maes

Pfc. Robert Gildea

Sgt. Mario DeSalvo

PO Christopher Bourges
Sgt. Michael Bourges
SPC Don Moffit

PCS Sean Markovich
Capt. Jordan Kemp
A1C Dana Yost

AMN Aaron J. Marquez
Capt. Sarah E. Byron-
Smith, USAF

StSgt David Briggs Capt. Daniel J. Nilsson, USMC
StSgt Manny Martinez SSgt William C. Smith, USAF
Sgt. Frankie Ellis Chief Kendall B Burch, USN
EM2 Christine Merchant A1C Dustin J. Johannsen, USAF

Sgt. Joel Celaya

Pfc. J.D. Valdez

AG1 Richard Thompson
Spec Joseph Beutamin
MSGT Curtis Philpot
Sgt. Jerome Lee Goodboe
1st Lt. Jacob Hostetler
Ens. Joseph Ames

PFC Joseph Chatigny
Em3 Keith S. Closson
StSgt Joseph DiTirro
ET3 Matthew A. Guzzo

Sgt. J.H. Bridge

Prv. Matthew Dryver

CPL. Robert A Martinez, Jr.
Prv. Manuel Dominguez
Cpl Adam Lindsay

LCPL Troy Dunlap

CPL Cotton Briggs

E6 StSgt Joseph Junior Carpenter
Sgt. Francisco Rodriguez
AWS2 Nathaniel Sniff, USN
AB Mark Sienkiewich

Send name(s) and removals to

donnak@ihmco.org or call (303)452-2041, x 120.




