
January 2, 2011 ¹Happy New Year! 

 This weekend we usher in the second decade of the second millennium!  New Yearôs is a wonderful and important time 
for new beginnings, new challenges, and new life!  Our ability to become new creations is found in looking back and gaining in-
sight into the year that has  past and the hidden meanings in all the lessons God set before us.  One of the great challenges of 
life, however, is to have INSIGHT.   Insight is the ability to recognize Godôs grace and the living presence of Jesus é the incarna-
tion of God we celebrated at Christmas,  in our daily lives.  If we see where Jesus is working, if we truly want insight, then we also 
must recognize the things that stand in the way of change and growth.  Over the past year I am sure each of us have been faced 
with challenges, frustrations, pain, and even sin.  What have we learned from these dark moments?  And, what do we intend to 
shine the Light of Christ on them to make all things new? 
 
 As many of you know, it was on January 2, 2008, that I was diagnosed with cancer on my pancreas and on my kidney.  
It was a frightening way to begin a new year.  At that moment, as all who face cancer know, life changed, whether we wanted it to 
or not.  It was a difficult struggle and after surgery and many anxious moments, I was given a whole new life.  As I look back I 
realize something very profound.  In that darkness and diagnoses, I changed.  Life forced me to change.  God invited me to 
change.  And, I experienced one of the great gifts of my life.  I needed to change.  I wanted to change, but I couldnôt get myself to 
do it.  I was living in a comfortable way.  I ate what I wanted, I complained about my weight, I flippantly mentioned I should exer-
cise, and I began to grow old.  Life was moving on, and while I wasnôt totally comfortable with what I was becoming, I also wasnôt 
uncomfortable enough to change.   Then God gave me a giftðcancer.    In that gift I discovered the  ability to change, the ability I 
never knew existed.  I was forced to eat differently.  I had lost fifty pounds.  I was told I had to exercise or die.  I exercised!   To-
day I look back and realize that God had been inviting healthy life changes for a long time.  Then He finally allowed me to receive 
a gift that compelled me to make those changes.  And today, I am healthier and happier then I have ever been. 
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Unveiling the Chapel of Epiphany ¹Sunday, January 2nd, 3:00 pm  
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 amð9:00 pm 
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Sunday 8:00 amð2:00 pm &  5:00ð7:30 pm 
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     6:00 pm 
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I share this with you because that is truly the meaning of EPIPHANY.  It 
is a moment when the wise men changed!  When they discovered in the 
gift of Jesus é  a whole new way of living!  They had an Epiphany and it 
made all creation new.   So, we must ask, what is the ñEpiphanyò we 
might have this new year? What changes will God invite and maybe 
even compel us to make?  These changes, this transformation to a new 
way of life promises to be an amazing, life-giving experience, if we have 
the courage to look deeply into our lives and are willing to finally submit 
ourselves to the will of God! 
 
Sometimes itôs fascinating to listen to the excuses people make not to 
change and become new.   I am convinced that the moment we make 
an excuse, we truly do not want to do it.  Pay attention to the excuses 
you make, they are the doors to insight. In our excuses we can quickly 
discover that we simply do not have the interior motive to change.  Hu-
man beings do exactly what they want to do.  And, if we never challenge 
ourselves at the deepest level, this year will simply be another year of 
the same old thing.  However, if we are honest and admit we are simply 
making excuses so that we can stay comfortable, maybe we can begin 
to make the interior changes that will lead us to a brand new life! 
 
I get excited by New Years, and I anxiously await the GIFTS that God 
will bring us this year, which will help us as individuals and as a com-
munity to be everything we can be é always new and alive with antici-
pation for what we can become!   
 
Thank you for all the moments you did not make excuses, but rather you 
made incredible and unselfish sacrifice which continue to bring new life 
and many GIFTS to our parish family! Please join us this weekend on 
Sunday at 3:00 pm for an Open House celebrating the unveiling of our 
ñChapel of the Epiphany,ò a place which reveals the beauty of life that 
is possible when people stop making excuses!  Thank you for the 
beauty of your gifts. 
 

In Jesus,  Fr. Greg 

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering 

the house they saw the child with Mary his 

mother. They prostrated themselves and did 

him homage. Then they opened their 

treasures and offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. - Mt 2:10-11 

LITURGY, Ext.119  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 2, 2011 
 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22---4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19---5:4/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 

HOLY FATHERõS JANUARY 
PRAYER INTENTIONS:  
General Intention: That the riches of creation 
be preserved, valued and made available to all, 
as a precious gift from God to mankind. 
 
Missionary Intention: That Christians may 
achieve full unity, bearing witness of the universal fatherhood of God to 
the entire human race.  

Heavenly Father, in this time of new begin-
nings, we recall how the heavens celebrated 
the birth of Christ.  We think back to the new 
kingdom He proclaimed, and remember the 
new life we gained in our baptism.  In this 
time of new beginnings, and at the beginning 
of this new year, may we always act as good 

examples of the new life in you that all Christians have and be the same 
for others.  Give us the joy that is ours as adopted members of God's 
family.  Amen. 
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